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The sum of our choices creates a picture of travel 
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Travel surveys at PSRC 
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Puget Sound Regional Transportation Study | Household Information Section 





Surveyed Households 
 

• 6,094 households  
(goal was 5,200) 
 

• 1,137 households in  
regional centers (19%)  
 

• Exceeded every target 
metric in every county 

 

• Deliberately oversampled 
households with no vehicles 
 

• Deliberately oversampled  
1 and 2 person households 

 

• 50,856 total trips recorded 

 

 



 Bad or duplicate records removed 

Cleaning Process 



 Missing trips added 

Cleaning Process 



Some diaries just can’t be saved… 

Person 2, one trip entered: 
 

Start: “In bed with my neighbor” 

End: “No clue.  Didn't care.” 

Address:  “Puget Sound, Washington” 
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The Big Picture 

Our region is changing in some  
notable ways, but has remained  
very much the same in most others. 
 
The rate of change is gradual, but is 
faster in regional growth centers  
and in core parts of Seattle. 



Trips per household, by HH size 

0

5

10

15

20

25

1961 1971 1988 1999 2006 2014

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1961   1971    1988     1999     2006    2014 

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

d
ai

ly
 t

ri
p

s 
H

o
u

se
h

o
ld

 Size
 



Trips by time of day 
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Mode Share 

Transit and bike/walk mode share are all up  
at the expense of driving… 
 
…but the rate of that change has been gradual: 

Auto mode share 
  1999:          86% 
  2006:          85% 
  2014:          82% 



Decrease in Driving Shares 2006 - 2014 
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-23% -15% 

-11% 

-7% 

-16% 
-3% 

Region: 



County-to-County Work Patterns 
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Vehicle Fuel Type 

Gas

Diesel

Hybrid

Flex Fuel

Electric

Biofuel

Natural gas

Other

Gas 93% 

• Highest Hybrid Share:  5%, on the East Side 
• Highest Diesel Share:  4%, in South Pierce 



Trip Mode: Single + Millennial*  

*King County + All Trips 

Drive Alone:  43% 
Walk:  32% 



Trip Mode: Single + GenX / Boomers* 

*King County + All Trips 

Drive Alone:  59% 
Walk:  20% 
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Employment Center Transit Commute Mode Share 

Redmond Overlake 

19% 



Employment Center Transit Commute Mode Share 
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Downtown Bellevue 

25% 
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Employment Center Transit Commute Mode Share 

South Lake Union 

25% 
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Employment Center Transit Commute Mode Share 

Capitol Hill & First Hill 

32% 
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Employment Center Transit Commute Mode Share 

University District 

44% 
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Employment Center Transit Commute Mode Share 

Downtown Seattle 

54% 
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College/University Survey 

University of Washington 
Montlake Campus 

 

Everett Community College 

 

Seattle Colleges  
(3 campuses) 
 

Bellevue College 

 

Green River  
Community College 

 



2015 Household Survey! 
 

• Goal of 1,200 households  
 
 

• 50% “panel survey” – asking  
the same households the  
same questions 
 
 

• 50% new households 
 
 

• Plus, a pilot study of  
smartphone-based  
data collection 
 
 

• Happening right now 
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Every 8 years?  How about 2? 

1961 

 1971 

   1988 

     1999 

     2006 

            2014  2015  2017 

More frequent 
data collection 

is coming. 



• Public Release 2: available now 
http://www.psrc.org/data/transportation 

All data, stripped of confidential information 

Weighting and linking documents 

Survey instruments 

 

 

• Public Release 3: this June 
Refined transit access modes 

Trips stitched into round-trip “tours” for travel modeling 

Data Availability 



2014 Regional Travel Study 

Thank You! 

 

Billy Charlton  

Director of Data, PSRC 

 

Contact: 

bcharlton@psrc.org 

(206) 464-5301 

 

PSRC data portal: 

http://www.psrc.org/data 

 


